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November 24, 2003

 

STATEMENT BY JOHN FINUCANE, CHAIRMAN OF THE ADVOCATES FOR A 9/11 FALLEN HEROES MEMORIAL

RE:  WTC MEMORIAL DESIGN FINALISTS

 
After careful review of the eight memorial finalists, our group -- the Advocates for a 9/11 Fallen Heroes Memorial -- are troubled that none of the designs incorporate the courage, valor and tremendous acts of sacrifice that occurred on the now sacred ground of the WTC site.  It is hard to believe that not one of the selected designers were inspired by the incredible acts of courage and selflessness, and for that, we are disappointed.

 

The brave and the innocent were, and remain, the story of that day.  A memorial saluting all of those precious souls should be the centerpiece of each design.  Former Mayor Giuliani understood it all best when he said only a “soaring memorial” to their lives would be most appropriate.

 

Our group of firefighters, police officers, family members and supporters are grateful that some of the designers did support our mission to keep our fallen uniformed rescue workers together.  We now urge the LMDC to take those particular designs to the next level that will best emulate the courage and sacrifice of the fallen uniformed rescue workers who gave their lives that day so that thousands of others could live. 

 

The sole objective of our group remains the same: To build one memorial that list the names of all the brave and innocent souls killed on 9/11, but that the fallen uniformed rescue workers (343 firefighters, plus three very brave retired firefighters; 23 members of the NYPD; 37 members of the PAPD, two emergency medical technicians and three court officers) be kept together, listed by department, including their rank, unit and badge number; along with an appropriate recognition of their sacrifice. 

 

We again call upon Governor Pataki to stand by his public comments and ensure that the final design selected recognize the courage and sacrifice of our uniformed rescue workers.

 

We are especially grateful to the public for their outpouring of support and respect for our uniformed rescue workers, which was instrumental in listing them together on the designs possible.  We ask again for the public to continue supporting full recognition of the rescue workers on the final memorial. 

 

We urge the public to contact the Governor with A 9-11’s message and to visit 

our website at www.911fallenheroes.org.     

 

NOTE: A 9-11 was founded in March 2002 by retired FDNY Lieutenant, John Finucane.  Endorsements include the Uniformed Firefighters Association, Uniformed Fire Officers Association, the NYPD’s Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association, New York State Court Officers and the International Fire Fighters Association.  We are also grateful for the support Mayor Michael Bloomberg, Governor Jim McGreevey and former Mayor Ruldoph W. Guiliani, and many local and state elected officials. 

 

Press contact: John Finucane, 845-548-4234
