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NEW YORK TO FORGET ITS’  9-11 HEROES?

[image: image2.png]




EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


                     
On September 11, 2001, many hundreds of uniformed rescue workers rushed into the burning towers of the World Trade Center.  They saved thousands of lives.  However, in doing so, 406 of the rescuers (343  Firefighters, 3 retired Firefighters, 60 Police Officers (37 PAPD and 23 NYPD), 2 EMT’s  and 3 NYS Court Officers) gave their lives.

But, decisions by Governor George Pataki and the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation (LMDC), threaten to disregard and ignore the selfless actions of our true hometown heroes on the very site of their greatest sacrifice!  We must not let this happen...
The Ground Zero Memorial...

In the wake of 9-11, the nation mourned the loss of all innocent victims, but were given special strength and pride, by the courage of our fallen uniformed rescuers of that day.  It is only fitting that on the greater memorial, the names of these brave men and women be listed together by department.  They would have wanted to be remembered this way.  However, in April of this year, the LMDC board of directors voted to make no distinction between civilian victims and rescue workers on the memorial to be constructed at Ground Zero.  
They voted to list all the people killed on 9-11 in one long alphabetical list of names.
The LMDC was formed to realize the hopes of all New Yorkers in rebuilding Lower Manhattan and constructing a fitting memorial at Ground Zero. However, the LMDC is ignoring the wishes of New Yorkers to remember its heroes at this site.  They are sending a message to our fellow Americans that “New York forgets its heroes.”

Our fallen Firefighters, Police Officers, EMTs, Court Officers and other Uniformed Rescue Personnel gave us pride at a time we could have felt defeated.  They gave our President the spirit of bravery and courage to rally our nation for the long war on terrorism that lay ahead.
These men and women were NOT victims BUT rescuers who fought valiantly to prevent the terrorists from taking the lives of thousands of more civilians.  We must tell future generations about their bravery.

Don’t these heroes deserve to be listed together by department on the memorial along with an appropriate recognition of their sacrifice?
YOU can make a difference.  Call  Governor George Pataki at 518-474-8390, (a 24 hour, 7 days a week Message Center).  

ASK HIM “to ensure that the 9-11 fallen rescue workers are listed together, by department, including their rank, unit and badge number, on the Ground Zero Memorial, along with a recognition of their brave actions.”

Sign the on-line petition at www.911fallenheroes.org
To join us in this noble effort email:  L59E85@aol.com 
John Finucane, Chairman (Lt., ret, FDNY), Tel: 845-548-4234
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